
Can families really 
help students learn?
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Defini;on
	 Family	Engagement	is	any	way	that	a	child’s	adult	
caretaker	(biological	parents,	foster	parents,	
siblings,	grandparents,	etc.)	at	home,	at	school	and	
in	the	community,	effec=vely	support	learning	and	
healthy	development.	
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What’s coming…
	 Karen	Mapp’s	Massive	Open	Online	Course	(MOOC)	
◦ Late	Spring	or	Summer	2016	
	



Students with Engaged Families…
	 Exhibit	faster	rates	of	literacy	acquisi=on	
	 Earn	higher	grades	and	test	scores	
	 Enroll	in	higher	level	programs	

	 Are	promoted	more	and	earn	more	credits	

	 Adapt	bePer	to	school	and	a4end	more	regularly	

	 Have	be4er	social	skills	and	behavior	
	 Graduate	and	go	on	to	higher	educa=on	



Engaged families…
	 Know	what	their	child	should	know	and	be	able	to	do	at	the	
end	of	year.	

	 Know	how	well	their	child	is	doing.	
	 Know	what	they	can	do	at	home	to	support	what	their	child	
is	learning	in	the	classroom.	

	 Take	ac:on.	



Engaging schools…
	 Welcome	families	into	the	school	and	the	learning	process.	

	 Communicate	using	mul=ple	methods	that	encourage	two-
way	communica=on.	

	 Inform	families	about	learning.	

	 Empower	families	to	support	their	child’s	learning	and	
ensure	they	take	ac=on	at	home.	



	 Where	do	you	start?	

With	your	own	Core	Beliefs	

?	



Core Belief  

1 

	 All	families	have	dreams	for	
their	children	and	want	the	
best	for	them.	



Core Belief  

2

	 All	families	have	the	capacity	
to	support	their	children’s	
learning.	



Core Belief  

3 

	 Families	and	school/program	
staff	should	be	equal	partners.	



Core Belief  

4

	 The	responsibility	for	building	
and	sustaining	partnerships	
between	school,	home,	and	
community	rests	primarily	
with	school/program	staff,	
especially	school/program	
leaders.	



Why	 																				has	it	been	difficult	to	
cul=vate	and	sustain	effec=ve	family-
school	partnerships	that	support	student	
achievement	and	school	improvement?	

The	various	stakeholders	(families,	district/school	
leaders	and	staff)	have	not	had	the	opportunity	to	
develop	the	knowledge,	skills,	and	disposi=ons,	in	
other	words,	the	capacity	to	engage	in	effec=ve	
partnerships	
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